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Summary. This study examines the origin of the toponym ‘“Zangezur” within the Turkic ono-
mastic tradition and the historical-geographical context of the South Caucasus, with particular em-
phasis on the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym. Comparative-historical linguistic, structural-semantic, and
historical-geographical methods are applied to evaluate the relationship between the ethnonym and
the formation of the geographical name. Historical sources and regional toponymic evidence indicate
that Zangi/Zangilar was recorded as an ethnonym and subsequently preserved in various geograph-
ical names, reflecting its continuity as a nominative element within the regional toponymic system.
The findings support the interpretation of the Zangi/Zangilar component as the principal ethnonymic
element underlying the formation of “Zangezur” and correspond to the widespread Turkic naming
model in which ethnonyms develop into geographical names. Although the etymology of the second
component, “-zur,” remains unresolved, this uncertainty does not invalidate the ethnonym-based in-
terpretation. The study therefore considers the ethnotoponymic explanation of “Zangezur” to be one
of the scientifically substantiated approaches to the origin of the toponym.
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Problem definition

Zangezur is a historically and geographically significant region of the South Caucasus with a multilayered
toponymic system reflecting long-term ethnic, linguistic, and cultural processes. Consequently, the origin of
the toponym “Zangezur” is important not only from an etymological perspective but also for understanding
the historical-geographical and ethnotoponymic development of the region. Among the existing hypotheses,
one of the principal approaches associates the name with the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym, while other interpre-
tations propose hydronymic or alternative linguistic origins.

Within the Turkic onomastic tradition, the transformation of ethnonyms into geographical names is a
widespread naming pattern. The preservation of ethnic and tribal names in settlements, hydronyms, and other
geographical features may therefore reflect historical settlement and territorial continuity rather than accidental
phonetic similarity (Aghasioglu, 2014). Accordingly, this study aims to evaluate the role of the Zangi/Zangilar
ethnonym in the formation of “Zangezur” through comparative-historical linguistic, structural-semantic, and
historical-geographical analysis, while also considering existing interpretations of the “-zur” formant.

Comparative-historical linguistic and phonetic analysis

The Zangi component of the toponym “Zangezur” can be examined within the comparative-historical
framework of Turkic onomastics. Historical sources record Zangi/Zangilar as an ethnonym, while its occur-
rence in different geographical areas indicates its continuity within the regional naming system.

The historical development of Turkic languages has involved phonetic changes, dialectal variation, and
regional differences in pronunciation, while lexical roots have often remained recognizable in different forms
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(Johanson, 2009; Clauson, 1972; Radlov, 1893-1911). Accordingly, variants of the Zangi component occur-
ring in geographical names may reflect a common historical-linguistic origin rather than accidental phonetic
similarity. Its historical distribution and preservation in regional toponymy therefore provide an important
basis for evaluating its ethnonymic origin.

Research methods. The analysis of the semantic and morphological characteristics of the Zangi compo-
nent in the toponym "Zangezur" is of considerable importance for identifying its ethnonymic origin. Geograph-
ical names derived from ethnonyms not only serve to distinguish specific geographical features but also pre-
serve the linguistic and historical memory of the ethnic communities that once inhabited or left their mark on
a particular territory.

The occurrence of the Zangi component in the names of various settlements, hydronyms, and other geo-
graphical features demonstrates that it functions as a stable nominative element within the regional toponymic
system. This distribution cannot be explained as a result of accidental naming; rather, it reflects a long-standing
historical naming tradition.

In Turkic toponymy, the combination of ethnonyms with various lexical and morphological elements to
create new geographical names represents one of the most productive naming patterns. Within this model, an
ethnonym initially denotes a tribe or ethnic community and subsequently becomes associated with the territory
inhabited by that community, eventually stabilizing as an oikonym, hydronym, or oronym. As a result of this
transformation, the ethnonym does not lose its original ethnic meaning; instead, it preserves the historical and
ethnic memory within the semantic structure of the geographical name.

From this perspective, the toponym "Zangezur" may be regarded as a multilayered nominative formation
reflecting the transformation of an ethnonym into a geographical name. In this process, the Zangi component
has retained its original function as an indicator of ethnic identity while gradually becoming established as the
name of a specific geographical area.

Thus, the structural-semantic analysis provides a scientific basis for interpreting the Zangi component as
a nominative unit that originated from a Turkic ethnonym and subsequently underwent the process of top-
onymization.

The main material

The historical-geographical approach constitutes one of the principal methodological frameworks for in-
vestigating the origin of the toponym "Zangezur." The formation of geographical names is determined not only
by linguistic processes but also by the historical, ethnic, and social developments that have taken place within
a particular territory. In this context, the analysis of the geographical distribution of the Zangi/Zangilar ethno-
nym and the geographical names derived from this component provides an important scientific basis for clar-
ifying the etymology of the toponym.

Medieval sources, as well as later scholarly studies, record Zangi/Zangilar as an ethnonym in various
historical and geographical contexts. In particular, the works of Yaqit al-Hamavi, V. Minorsky, and V. V.
Bartold contain valuable information on the ethnic and geographical characteristics of the region and constitute
important sources for reconstructing the historical distribution of this ethnonym (Yaqat al-Hamavi; Minorsky,
1953; Bartold, 1966).

The historical geography of the Caucasus demonstrates that the names of ethnic communities that inhab-
ited the region in different periods were preserved in the system of geographical names during subsequent
historical stages. This phenomenon is especially characteristic of ethnonyms of Turkic origin. The preservation
of ethnic names in settlements, hydronyms, and other geographical features is regarded as an important indi-
cator of the historical settlement patterns of these communities.

The presence of the Zangi component in various historical-geographical areas of the South Caucasus fur-
ther demonstrates that it is not an incidental element within the regional toponymic system. Geographical
names formed on the basis of this component reflect the continuity of both historical settlement processes and
traditional naming practices (Geybullayev & Budagov, 1998).

Thus, the historical-geographical analysis indicates that the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym represents one of
the principal nominative components underlying the formation of the toponym "Zangezur."

The transformation of ethnonyms into geographical names within the historical settlement areas of the
Turkic peoples represents one of the characteristic features of the Turkic toponymic tradition. This phenome-
non constitutes one of the most widespread naming patterns in the Turkic onomastic system and is observed
across different historical and geographical regions (Babayev, Imrani, & Zakirova, 2023).
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The preservation of the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym within the system of geographical names should like-
wise be interpreted within the framework of this broader historical process. The recurrence of the same com-
ponent in different geographical names demonstrates that it functions as a stable nominative element associated
with a particular historical and ethnic memory.

In Turkic toponymy, geographical names derived from ethnonyms do not represent isolated or accidental
examples but rather reflect a typologically recurrent naming pattern. The structural characteristics observed in
ethnonym-based toponyms such as Bayat, Kangarli, Gargar, Avshar, and Kipchak indicate that the toponym
"Zangezur" was formed according to the same nominative principle. The defining feature of this model is the
association of an ethnic name with a particular historical territory, where it becomes established and preserved
as a geographical name over an extended period.

Such typological parallels make it possible to interpret the ethnonym-based explanation of the toponym
""Zangezur" not as an isolated case but within the broader framework of the general principles governing Turkic
toponymic formation.

As in the ethnonym-derived toponyms Gargar, Bayat, Kangarli, and others, the Zangi component likewise
demonstrates the preservation of an ethnic name within the geographical memory of the region (Babayev,
2022). From this perspective, the ethnographic comparison supports the historical and ethnocultural founda-
tions of the proposed model that explains the origin of the toponym "Zangezur" on the basis of a Turkic eth-
nonym.

One of the key issues in the etymological analysis of the toponym "Zangezur" is the identification of the
origin and historical function of its Zangi/Zangilar component. Historical sources record this name as an eth-
nonym, which was subsequently preserved in the structure of various geographical names and became one of
the stable elements of the regional toponymic system.

A comparative analysis of historical sources, regional toponymic evidence, and the Turkic onomastic tra-
dition demonstrates that the Zangi/Zangilar component is not the result of an accidental lexical resemblance
but rather a nominative unit of historical and ethnic origin. Its preservation in numerous toponyms indicates
the continuity of the process through which ethnonyms are transformed into geographical names, a character-
istic feature of the Turkic naming tradition.

From both a historical and an onomastic perspective, the Zangi/Zangilar component represents a persistent
ethnonymic element that has retained its function within the regional toponymic system over an extended
historical period. The continuity of its distribution across different geographical names provides additional
evidence for its historical authenticity and nominative stability.

Thus, the Zangi/Zangilar component may be regarded as the principal nominative element supporting the
ethnotoponymic interpretation of the toponym "Zangezur."

Toponymic evidence demonstrates that the Zangi component has been preserved in the structure of various
geographical names throughout Zangezur and the adjacent historical-geographical region. This component
occurs in oikonyms, hydronyms, microtoponyms, and other categories of geographical names, indicating its
long-term continuity within the regional toponymic system (Geybullayev & Budagov, 1998).

The principal regional examples associated with this component include:

o Zangilan — an oikonym formed on the basis of the Zangi component and interpreted within the frame-
work of the ethnotoponymic model.

e Zangibasar — an oikonym created through the combination of the Zangi component with a second
lexical element denoting locality or territory.

o Zangarli — a toponym reflecting a phonetic variant of the Zangi component.

e Zangishali, Zangi Valley (Zangi Darasi), Zangi Spring (Zangi Bulagi), and other microtoponyms,
which demonstrate the continued preservation of the component within the local toponymic system (Baba-
yev, 2022).

The occurrence of these examples within the same historical-geographical area and across different cate-
gories of geographical names indicates that the Zangi component represents one of the stable and persistent
elements of the regional ethnotoponymic system.

A comparative analysis of these regional examples demonstrates that the Zangi component is not merely
a linguistic element preserved in individual place names, but rather an integral part of a nominative system
reflecting the historical relationship between ethnic settlement and geographical naming. These relationships
are summarized in the conceptual model presented below.

208


https://doi.org/10.33677/GGIANASCONF20230300009

N.G.Babayev et al. | ANAS Transactions, Earth Sciences, Special Issue / 2026, 206-211; DOI: 10.33677/GIAN ASCONF20260300029

( \
@ The Old Turkic ethnonym Jl In historical sources and oral :
& o YLy "=~ 77 tradition, the ethnonym “Zangi”
Zangi / Zangilar j | is attested. )
Historical ethnic settlement : A process reflected in archaeologwal |
Formation of the area where the Zangi tribes "~ ~=1 written, and historical-geographical :
were settled : sources. |
‘ / il e e e e e Y
. . . D e ——— N
/
Reglonal geogr aphlca] NS | The geographical naming of the :
(nomination process) e= —JI area based on the ethnonymic |
Naming the area of ethnic settlement on the basis | nominative process. :
of the ethnonym e B -
P pn “ ey I
Consolldatlon. of the “Zangi” component {“Btesevationof tie toporymin |\
in toponyms | ___| | the toponymic system through |
Preservation and stabilization of the ethnonymic I diachronic and ethnic memory. }
L lexical basis in local toponyms e s e )
R s s P ——— e ;

ancient and wide area ethnic term

1
[ |
i : : |
i e Zangilan Zangarli :
: The transformation of Fommllon ofa Continuation of the H
| Regional the Zangi component complex toponym ethnonym in a modified :
: names into the name of the on the basis of the form and stabilization of |
| I
' ]

the new toponym

Ethnotoponymic continuity v’ Preservation of the continuity \|
Preservation of the ethnonym—toponym connection in = ‘: between ethnic identity and :
historical memory and in the geographical system | historical toponymy. !

5 « ,
Formation of the toponym “Zangazur” Contribution of ethnic and

\

. 0 “ i ¥ !
The combination of the ethnonym “Zangi” with geographical factors to the :
|

formation of a new toponym.
’

the “~zur” component and the emergence of
a new regional toponym

The final result of the

Q) Historical—geographical and ethno-lingui: jllStlﬁcatmn interpretation of ethnoto-
" The final result of comparative-historical, ic-morphol ponymic data based on
and historical-geographical analyses scientific methods.

Fig. 1. Ethnotoponymic Formation Model of the Toponym “Zangezur”
Note: This conceptual model was developed based on comparative-historical, structural-semantic,
historical-geographical, and ethnotoponymic analyses.

The conceptual model presented in Figure 1 demonstrates that the formation of the toponym "Zange-
zur" cannot be interpreted as an isolated linguistic phenomenon. Rather, it represents the outcome of a histor-
ical process in which an ancient ethnonym became firmly established within the geographical naming system
through successive stages of ethnic settlement, regional nomination, and toponymic formation.

Accordingly, the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym functions as the primary nominative element underlying the
formation of the toponym, while its preservation in a series of geographically related place names reflects the
continuity of historical settlement patterns and the persistence of the Turkic naming tradition. The recurrence
of this component across different categories of geographical names further supports its role as a stable element
within the regional ethnotoponymic system.

The conceptual model therefore provides a visual synthesis of the principal findings obtained through the
comparative-historical, structural-semantic, and historical-geographical analyses presented in this study (Ba-
bayev, Hadjiyeva, & Yusifova, 2024). It illustrates the historical relationship between ethnic identity, territorial
continuity, and geographical naming, thereby reinforcing the interpretation of “Zangezur" as a toponym de-
rived from the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym.

The origin of the "-zur" formant, which constitutes the second component of the toponym "Zangezur," has
been interpreted in different ways within the scholarly literature. However, the currently available historical
and linguistic evidence does not permit a single, generally accepted conclusion regarding either its etymology
or its semantic function.

On the basis of certain phonetic and semantic parallels observed in the Turkic languages, the "-zur" com-
ponent may be compared with archaic elements such as sur, shor/chor, and sar. In the etymological analysis of
toponymes, it is not always possible to explain every component with the same degree of certainty. In interna-
tional toponymic research, once the principal nominative component of a complex geographical name has been
reliably identified, the etymology of the remaining elements may legitimately remain unresolved. In such
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cases, the etymological interpretation is primarily based on the historical, linguistic, and areal characteristics
of the principal component (Babayev, 2026).

From this perspective, the identification of the Zangi/Zangilar component as an ethnonymic element un-
derlying the toponym "Zangezur" remains scientifically well founded, even though the etymology of the "-
zur" formant has not yet been conclusively established. Consequently, the unresolved origin of the second
component does not diminish the validity of the ethnotoponymic model proposed in this study.

Conclusions

The comparative-historical linguistic, structural-semantic, and historical-geographical analyses conducted
in this study demonstrate that the Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym constitutes the principal nominative component
underlying the ethnotoponymic interpretation of the toponym "Zangezur."

The preservation of the Zangi component in numerous oikonyms, hydronyms, and microtoponyms indi-
cates that it represents a persistent element within the historical toponymic system of the South Caucasus. This
pattern is consistent with one of the productive naming models of the Turkic toponymic tradition, in which
ethnonyms are transformed into geographical names while preserving their historical and ethnocultural asso-
ciations.

The findings further demonstrate that historical sources, comparative linguistic evidence, and regional
toponymic data collectively support the interpretation of "Zangezur" as a toponym derived from the
Zangi/Zangilar ethnonym. Accordingly, the proposed ethnotoponymic explanation may be regarded as one of
the scientifically well-substantiated approaches to the origin of this place name.

The results of the study show that historical sources, comparative linguistic materials, and regional topo-
nymic facts allow us to evaluate the ethnotoponymic explanation of the toponym "Zangezur" associated with
the ethnonym "Zangi/Zangiler" as one of the scientifically substantiated approaches.
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HNCTOPHUYECKAS TEOI'PA®USA U STHOTOIIOHUMMUSA 3AHI'E3YPA:
MPOVCXOXJIEHUE U PACIPOCTPAHEHHUE HA3BAHUM «3AHT'W/3AHT LJIAP»
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Pezrome. B uccnenoBaHnn paccMaTpHBACTCs IPOUCXOXKCHUE TOIOHUMA «3aHre3yp» B KOHTEKCTE TIOPKCKOW OHOMACTHYECKOit
TPaAMIMU U UCTOpUKO-Teorpaduueckux ocobenHocrei FOxuoro KaBkasa ¢ 0coObIM akIleHTOM Ha dTHOHUMe 3aHru/3anrunap. J{ms
OILIEHKH B3aMMOCBS3HM MEXIy STHOHUMOM M ()OPMHUPOBAHHEM TeorpaMueckoro Ha3BaHUS MPUMEHSIOTCS CPaBHUTEIBLHO-UCTOPHYE-
CKUH JIMHTBUCTHYECKHH, CTPYKTypHO-CEMAaHTHUECKUH U MCTOPUKO-Teorpadmueckiii MeTopl. VicTopudyeckre MCTOYHUKH U PeTHo-
HaJIbHBIE TOIIOHMMHUYECKUE TaHHBIE CBU/ICTELCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO Ha3BaHWe 3aHrH/3aHrmiap ObUIo 3a()MKCHPOBAHO B KaUeCTBE ATHO-
HYMa M BIIOCJIEACTBHU COXPAHWIOCH B PA3INYHBIX TeorpadMuecKiX HA3BaHUSIX, OTPaKas €ro MPEeeMCTBEHHOCTh KAk HOMHHATHBHOTO
JJIeMEHTa PErHOHAIBHON TOMOHMMHYECKOW CHUCTeMBI. Pe3ynbTaTel MCCIeJOBaHUS MOATBEPKAAIOT HHTEPIPETAHI0 KOMIIOHEHTa
3anru/3aHrHiaap Kak OCHOBHOTO 3THOHUMHYECKOTO 3JIEMEHTA, JIEXKAIIETO B OCHOBE ()OPMHUPOBAHUS TOTIOHUMA «3aHT€3YpP», H COOTBET-
CTBYIOT IIUPOKO PACTIPOCTPAHEHHOM TIOPKCKOI MOJIEI HAMMEHOBAHUS, IIPH KOTOPOH 3THOHUMEI ITPpeoOpas3yroTcs B reorpaguyeckue
Ha3BaHUA. HecMOTps Ha TO 4TO 3THMOJOTHS BTOPOTO KOMIIOHEHTA «-3yp» OCTaéTCs HEBBLICHEHHOM, JaHHAs HEONPEIeIEHHOCTh He
OIpoBepraeT MHTEPIPETaluio, OCHOBAHHYIO Ha STHOHMME. TakuM 00pa3oM, B HCCIEIOBAaHUM STHOTOIOHHMHYECKOE OOBSCHEHHE
Ha3BaHMS «3aHTe3yp» paccMaTpuBaeTcsl Kak OJWH U3 HayYHO 0OOCHOBAHHBIX MOAXO/IOB K YCTAHOBJICHHIO IIPOMCXOXKICHUS TAaHHOTO
TOIOHNMA.

Knrouesvie crosa: 3anzesyp, mopkcekuil smuonum, 3aneu/3aneunap, smuomononumus, monowum, FOxcnoii Kaskaz

ZONGOZURUN ETNOTOPONIMIiYASI VO TARIXi COGRAFiYASI:
ZONGI/ZONGILOR KOMPONENTININ MUQAYiSOLi TOHLILi

Babayev N.Q.'*, Candirh N.U 2, Ziilfiigarova S.M.2, Namazova F.K.?
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Xiilasa. Todqiqatda “Zongozur” toponiminin monsayi tiirk onomastik ononasi vo Conubi Qafqazin tarixi-cografi konteksti
¢argivasindo, xiisusilo Zangi/Zangilor etnonimina digqoet yetirilmoklo aragdirilir. Etnonimlo cografi adin formalagsmasi arasindaki
alageni qiymatlondirmok mogsadilo miiqayisali-tarixi linqvistik, struktur-semantik vs tarixi-cografi metodlar totbiq edilmisdir. Tarixi
manboalor vo regional toponimik faktlar gdstorir ki, Zongi/Zongilor ad1 etnonim kimi qeydo alinmig vo sonradan miixtslif cografi adlarda
gorunub saxlanilmigdir. Bu iso homin adin regional toponimik sistemds adlandirma elementi kimi davamliligini oks etdirir. Todqiqatin
naticalori Zongi/Zongilor komponentinin “Zongazur” toponiminin formalagsmasinin ssasinda duran osas etnonimik element kimi sorhini
dostokloyir vo etnonimloerin cografi adlara cevrildiyi genis yayilmis tiirk adlandirma modelino uygun golir. fkinci komponent olan -
zur”un etimologiyasi halo do tam aydinlagdirilmasa da, bu geyri-miioyyonlik etnonimos asaslanan izahin etibarliligini aradan qaldirmur.
Beloliklo, todqiqatda “Zongozur” toponiminin etnotoponimik izaht onun mangoyina dair elmi cohotdon osaslandirilmis yanagmalardan
biri kimi qiymatlondirilir.

Acar sozlor: Zongozur, tiirk etnonimi, Zangi/Zangilor, etnotoponimiya, toponim, Canubi Qafgaz
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